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The new family of the Scotty Cameron Select putters reflect
the master-craftsman’s attention to detail, craftsmanship and
performance acquired from decades of work with the world’s
best players. Each of the new Select putter is a precision milled,
elegantly refined shape with Tour validated balance and stability.

38 How About A Super-Lite Golf Bag?
The new Titleist 4UP StaDry stand bag – according to the
folks at Titleist, this is the lightest bag the company has
ever made. It only weighs 3.5 pounds when empty.

46 The Anatomy Of A Golf Bag
The ubiquitous Wilson Staff golf bag for a long time was
manufactured in America, but it was moved to foreign
manufacturing locations in Malaysia and China and today, it is manufactured in partnership with vendors across
the Asian continent.

50 A 3-Wood In Disguise
Whenever Tour Edge introduces a new product to the market, you better be resigned to the fact that it’s a product that has passed through
the careful and discerning ‘Glod’ quality control process. The latest is a
three-wood from the famous Exotics stable of drivers, woods and hybrids.


The latest in the ever-expanding empire of Mission Hills China. ‘Golf And
More” is a complex, comprehensive, exhilarating and engaging multi-sensory
experience that caters to the needs of everyone. This has never been done in
China or for that matter anywhere in the world. The ‘golden phoenix’ legacy
is the physical materialization of the late Dr. Chu’s larger dream – a dream to
build an all-encompassing entertainment empire that embraces an ambitious
concept with golf as one of its central themes.
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20 Simply Put, PXG Clubs Are The Duck’s Nuts!
Back in April 2015, American professional golfer Ryan
Moore, ranked 45th on the Official World Golf Ranking
signed on to become a brand ambassador for the new
upstart golf equipment company Parsons Xtreme
Golf (PXG). It was only a few months earlier that Bob
Parsons, the well-known billionaire businessman and
philanthropist had decided to set up his revolutionary
PXG brand of golf equipment. And it looks like that
vision has been realised. “Putting PXG clubs in play
has been a great decision. The technology is beyond
anything I’ve ever played,” is how Ryan Moore feels
about PXG golf clubs.
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Golf’s pace-setting knowledge summit is back! The
2016 Asia Pacific Golf Summit will be staged in the
Royal Thai city of Hua Hin in Thailand. The theme of
APGS 2016 is “Golf And More” and the keynote address
will be delivered by billionaire Chinese golf entrepreneur Dr. Ken Chu, chairman of the Mission Hills Group
in China. It will be a summit with a difference!
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Experiencing problems with approach shots? Don’t know
what club to use and how much of a swing to apply? No
worries! The coach who wears a black hat, Tony Meechai,
has the right tip to get sorted out on approach shots.

72 How to Pressure Proof Your Golf Practice
This month in part 2 we will show you how to practice
some of the key greenside skills such as chip, pitch, bunker
and lob shots, and we’ll show you how to design your practice around the greens to help you shave strokes off your
game on the golf course.
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54 Mission Hills Showcases Asia’s Best

The ECCO golf cruise-liner has arrived in Asia and it is
docked in Singapore. From this major business hub, ECCO,
one of the world’s most respected names in quality formal,
casual and golf shoes will orchestrate its business covering
the entire Asia Pacific region. Asian Golf met up with Jesper
Thuen, the man entrusted with this major assignment to
find out what’s in store for golfers going forward.

The 2016 edition of the Asia Pacific Inter-Club Golf Tournament will be held in the
coastal city of Hua Hin, Thailand and it will be staged at the award-winning Black
Mountain Golf Club, voted the Best Golf Course In The Asia Pacific.

62 What’s Choking Golf’s Growth?

The anticipated triumphant return of golf to the ranks of the Olympic Games does
not seem to have had the desired positive impact on the game of golf. Veteran golf
legend Juli Inkster feels that professionals should not be in the Olympics. She
firmly believes that participation in the Olympics should be strictly reserved for
amateur. Asian Golf’s James Prusa reports.

76 Next Issue

70 Think Of Buckets On Approach Shots!

 FASHION TREND

64 Olympic-sized Golf Enthusiasm?

Heading up the list of prestigious awards at this year’s

 GAME-IMPROVEMENT

Asian Golf Awards will be the Global Golf Eminence Award. This award has been created as a unique anniversary tribute to mark the 10th anniversary of the Asian Golf
Awards. It will be a highly exclusive, once-only special award and it will be presented
to a very select few individuals who have played a prominent role in the development
of golf.

New research is unraveling more negatives about where golf is headed. Out here in
Asia, a market with really no statistics (short of what the Asia Pacific Golf Group has
done with its recently released Asian Golf Profiles Survey), trends are also not looking
good.

30 Asian Golf Awards: The Hit Parade Of Glory!
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58 2016 APAC Inter-Club Tournament Headed For Black Mountain
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If there is one professional event that is destined to boost the development of women’s
golf in Asia, it has got to be the World Ladies Championship. The five-year old tournament has the track record and the pedigree to stake its claim as a “major”.
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26 APGS 2016 Hits Historic Milestone
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42 Stunning Style + Uncompromising
Quality + Gratifying Comfort = ECCO
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isten up everybody - here
comes the “Global Tour”?
What’s with the question mark?
Well, in plain simple terms, it’s
called “hedging our bet”.
So, the mighty PGA Tour
with Commish Tim Finchem at the helm and
the internationally savvy LPGA Tour, masterminded by Michael Whan, have got into a
huddle and come out to announce to the
world that the two tours have signed off on a
“strategic alliance agreement” that could lead
to joint events.
This calls for a celebration and we are
not trying to be cynical or sarcastic. A “strategic alliance” like this augurs well for golf
and the future of the game, especially at the
professional level. These two organisations,
more than any of the other professional
bodies in golf, possess the style, vision, drive
and the deep pockets to do what they think
is right for golf.
Regardless of how Finchem and Whan
couch the agreement with carefully and cleverly selected words, the PGA and the LPGA
have crafted a game plan that will, and has
created a clear pathway for expansion. Where
is the expansion going to take place? That’s
the million dollar baffler? With a tournament
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calendar that is so jam-packed on the PGA
Tour, one wonders how “joint events” can be
squeezed onto the schedule. The LPGA also
has a pretty full calendar with well over 30
tournaments staged all over the planet but
there are pockets that need to be filled. Perhaps this is where the global stage presents
an opportunity for “joint events” to be created.
If this is a little scheme that both tours have
up their sleeves, then it is a brilliant maneuver
to grow the global game. And the staging
platform could most likely be Asia where
there is room to grow the professional game.
If we are correct with this assumption,
we are all witness to the birth of a global
travelling golf circus that could very well be
staged under the banner of the “Finchem &
Whan Travelling Golf Pageant”. By their own
admission, the two tours have declared that
they are merely “formalizing their longstanding cooperative relationship” to promote the
growth of golf.
There is no denying that this is an allAmerican initiative and it is very apparent
that the European Tour and the Ladies European Tour have been left out of this agreement. Wonder if this was a deliberate snub
on the part of Finchem and Whan because
the European Tour under the leadership

of its new Canadian boss, Keith Pelley has
been hell-bent on growing its own global
influence and tournament footprint. This has
seemingly not gone down well with Commish Finchem.
If this is in fact a snub, it is really a tantalizingly tasty development that could lead
to an all-out winner take all battle. There
is no denying that the stronger and better
moneyed will win out in the final analysis
and that winner will be the combined PGALPGA partnership.
Like any business, the end game is about
growth and profitability and what Finchem
and Whan have in mind is all about growing their combined effort which undoubtedly will lead to what Finchem has always
showed an inclination to own – a Global
Tour. Well, he is well on his way towards
achieving that goal and this is only going to
bring good things to the professional game,
the players and the fans. Bottom-line just
means that golf is set to win and that’s what
matters most of all!
OK – now that we are done with explaining ourselves, we won’t hedge our bet. We’ll
put our money where our mouth is and
make the call for a Global Tour. Go for it Mr.
Finchem and Mr. Whan!

SPECIAL FEATURE Rio Olympics

ISSUE 187

APRIL 2016

In 1982 the then reigning U.S. Women’s Amateur champion Juli Inkster was
nearly euphoric in commenting on a future possibility of seeing golf return to the
Olympics. She exclaimed, “Golf in the Olympics would be awesome. I think it
would add a lot to the Olympics. Golf is a very individual sport and it would be a
great Summer Olympics sport.”
uli then went on to win a third
Amateur in ’82 and, later, two U.S.
Opens on her way to becoming a
Hall of Fame golf legend. Although
ecstatic back in 1982, Inkster says
her view today on golf in the
Olympics has modified, and so
has the Olympics’ amateur status
diminished.
Another great amateur was Nathaniel
Crosby, the son of American crooner Bing
Crosby, who won the 1981 United States
Amateur Championship and went on to turn
professional. In 1982 Crosby wanted golf in
the Olympics and explained then, “If there
was going to be golf in the 1988 Olympics,
I sure as heck would think seriously about

By James Graham Prusa
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staying amateur until then. I think it would
be a very emotional and wonderful experience if I could ever be involved in something
like that.” He proclaimed from his heart,
“Playing for our country would be a very
meaningful experience.”
Olympic golf competition last took
place in the 1904 Summer Games held in
St. Louis, Missouri, USA. The individual competition gold medal was taken by Canada’s
renown, eight-time, national Canadian
Amateur Champion, George Lyon of Ontario - that makes Canada the reigning, 112
year individual gold medalist until August
of 2016.
The USA swept everything else in 1904
Olympic golf competitions including the
team gold. There was no competition for
women in 1904, as the men’s team golf
events took the place of the previous
women’s competition that was held in
1900. 1900 was the first women’s sports
competition ever held in the Olympics
with Margaret Abbott of the Chicago Golf
Club becoming the first woman to win an
Olympic Gold Medal! In 1908 a last minute
feud between Scotland and England over

format killed further golf competition in
the Olympics – perhaps something to do
with the Battle of Falkirk (or was it earlier at
Raith)? Nonetheless, Canada yet remains
the nation to defend its 112-year old individual gold medal - that duty will now likely
fall upon Canadian pros David Hearn and
Graham DeLaet.
Since the beginning of the Rio Olympics
build-up, the venue has been embroiled in
various controversies – and even now with
the Zika virus threat. Golf has not escaped
unscathed having been also plagued with
a gauntlet of issues. The new golf course
built for the 2016 Olympics competition
faced many challenges including legal
issues, construction delays and challenges
from environmentalists – even challenges
raised about non-indigenous, Asian Zoysia
grass used specifically and effectively for
sustainability.
There was recently supposed to be a
‘test competition’ to evaluate the readiness of the course and to further tweak its
preparations. Arrangements were made
and a shiny charter jet was offered gratis to
whisk some of the best Tour players in the
world down from Florida to Rio to play and
report on the new course (requirement by
the IOC for all participating sports).
But a little problem popped up on
the way to the forum – no Tour player
wanted to go on the free charter
airliner and the event was

SPECIAL FEATURE Rio Olympics
cancelled! Perhaps the Olympic course test
event may have been better received if a
plane had been jetting down with the best
amateur players in the world, motivated
virtuously to represent their respective
countries, rather than the best professional
and highly paid players in the world to
compete in the Olympics. Whoa, those sage
words of O.B. Keeler “Money, it’s gonna ruin
sports”.
The Olympic golf competition will be
between the top 60 players of both the
men and women based upon the Official
World Golf Ranking for men and the Rolex
Women’s World Rankings – note that these
are ranking systems of non-amateur, paid,
professional golfers that evolved from Mark
McCormick’s old ranking system of the pros.
Well, scratch off Olympic golf as anything
related to amateur sports in the Olympics
- not even the immortal amateurs Bobby
Jones or Glenna Collett could qualify today.
“I’ve changed my view on that,” Juli
Inkster recently told me regarding her 1982
opinion to see golf in the Olympics. She
opines today “I don’t think we should be in
the Olympics. We play for cash – and I don’t
think that the NBA should be there either.
It should be amateur. It only occurs every
four years. I just think that having us (professionals) in the Olympics draws away from
the sport that need to be recognized.”
Today Nathaniel Crosby also expresses
an opinion very similar to Inkster. “What has
happened in my opinion since then is that
the Olympics really changed. In the efforts
to keep up with the Russian athletes that
were being subsidized by their government, we opened the doors to professional
athletes playing in the Olympics.
“To me golf in the Olympics has finally

I don’t think we should
be in the Olympics. We
play for cash – and I don’t think
that the NBA should be there
either. It should be amateur. It
only occurs every four years. I
just think that having us (professionals) in the Olympics draws
away from the sport that need to be recognized.”
– Juli Inkster
arrived but not in the format that I had
hoped for. Amateur golf will not benefit in
any way from professional golfers competing in the Olympics. There will be no true
‘marquee’ for amateur golfers, which will
greatly reduce any incentive for highly
skilled youths to remain amateur. This is
disappointing, because so few players can
go on to be successful professionals for
any length of time. Trust me – I know first
hand!”
On close study Juli and Nat are still
speaking from their hearts concerning the
Olympics and their views haven’t really
changed – but the Olympics have.
Many have touted golf’s return to the
2016 Olympics as being vital to the growth
of the game – but it may not likely turn out
to be due to the competition amongst the
pros, as many will have you think. Rather
the greatest gift of vitality for golf that these
2016 Olympic games will provide may well
turn out to be the golf course itself and the
efforts to make it a sustainable, lower-cost

effective endeavour. The real plague on
golf is its current high cost of golf course
operations that results in economically prohibiting the masses from enjoying the sport
and financially stressing private clubs.
This August in Rio the world will see
a good use of low-input, low-cost, Asian
Zoysia grass on fairways. If we pay wise
attention, all sports played on fields of grass
will learn and benefit henceforth with lowered maintenance costs for the future. That
could give the people back their ancient
game and enthusiasm for golf – and be
golf’s great gift to the world.

To me golf in the Olympics
has finally arrived but not in
the format that I had hoped for. Amateur golf will not benefit in any way
from professional golfers competing in the Olympics. There will be
no true ‘marquee’ for amateur golfers, which will greatly reduce any
incentive for highly skilled youths to remain amateur.
This is disappointing, because so few players can go
on to be successful professionals for any length of
time. Trust me – I know first hand!” – Nathaniel Crosby
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